IN THE CLAIMS 

This listing of the claim will replace all prior versions and listings of claim in 
the present application. 
Listing of Claims 

1 . (currently amended)A digital watermark information detection method 
for detecting information inserted as a digital watermark from contents, comprising: 

a first step of selecting a predetermined format conversion method in 
accordance with format information of said contents; 

a fips^ second step of converting said contents i nto a pr e d e t e rmin e d specif ie d 
fefroat in accordance with said selected format conversion method ; and 

a second third step of trying to detect said inserted information from said 
converted contents. 

2. (currently amended)A digital watermark information detection method 
according to claim 1 , wherein wh e n a plurality of said format conversion methods are 
selected in said first step and said second step is performed using one of selected 
format conversion methods, and said digital watermark information detection method 
further comprising: 

a fourth step of trying to detect said inserted information using other format 
conversion method other than said conversion method used in said second step if 
said inserted information is not detected from said contents converted in said third 
step op o c i fiod form a ts ar e d e fin e d in a dvanc e and d e t e ct i on of the i nformat i on from 
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s ai d conv e rt e d cont e nts fa il s, sa i d cont e nts is conv e rt e d i nto a sp e c i f ie d format oth e r 
than that us e d i n s ai d first st e p to retry d e tect i on of th o i nformat i on . 

3. (currently amended)A digital watermark information detection method 
according to claim wherein a plurality of said format conversion methods are 
selected in said first step and said format conversion methods are assigned with 
priorities in advance, and 

said second steps and said third steps are repeated using one of said format 
conversion methods in order of said priority pr i or i ty ord e rs ar e s e t i n a dvanc e to sa i d 
p l ur ali ty of sp e cifi e d formats and said first and s e cond st e ps a r e r e p e at e d in 
accordanc e w i th th e pr i or i ty ord e rs unt il th e i nform a t i on d e t e ct i on succeeds . 

4. (currently amended)A digital watermark information detection method 
according to claim 3. further comprising: 

a fifth step of recording the number of success of information detections for 
each of said format conversion methods performed wh e r e in in said s e cond third 
stepr : and 

a sixth step of updating the priorities of said format conversion methods in 
accordance with the number of success th e numb e r of successful inform a t i on 
detect i on op e rat i ons i s r e cord e d i n r e sp o ct of th e sp e c i f ie d form a t and the pr i ority 
ord e rs of said plura l ity of sp e cif ie d form a ts a r e upd a t e d in a ccordanc e w i th th e 
number of successfu l informat i on det e ct i on op e rat i ons . 
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5. (currently amended)A digital watermark information detection method 
according to claim 1, wherein said first step includes: 

a first substep of obtaining said format information of said contents from said 
contents; and 

a second substep of selecting said predetermined format conversion method 
corresponding to said obtaining format information a sp e c i f ie d format i s d e fin e d with 
r e sp e ct to e ach format of th e cont e nts . 

6. (original) A digital watermark information detection apparatus for 
detecting information inserted as a digital watermark from contents, comprising: 

a conversion unit for converting said contents into a predetermined specified 
format; and 

an information detection unit for trying to detect information from said 
converted contents. 

7. (currently amended)A digital watermark information detection program, 
stored on a computer readable storage medium, for detecting information inserted as 
a digital watermark from contents, compr i s i ng codes for e x e cut i ng the fo ll ow i ng 
steps said program when executed causes a computer to perform the steps of : 

selecting a predetermined format conversion method in accordance with 
format information of said contents; 




-converting said contents in accordance with said selected format 



conversion method into a pr e d e t e rmined sp e c i fi e d format ; and 
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a s e cond st e p of trying to detect said inserted information from said converted 
contents. 

8. (currently amended)A d i g i t al w a t e rmark e mb e dd i ng method for 
embedding information as a digital watermark, said method being adapted to the 
digital watermark information detection method according to claim 1, comprising the 
steps of: 

acquiring information on a predetermined format conversion method to be 
applied on said contents of a sp e cif ie d format us e d i n th e cours e of det e ction of 
d i g i t al wat e rmark informat i on ; 

acquiring a conversion rule used for conversion of the present format of said 
contents in accordance with said predetermined format conversion method into sa i d 
sp e c i fi e d form a t ; and 

embedding th e w a t e rmark said information such that said information 
embedded as digital watermark is not lost even when said contents are converted in 
accordance with said format conversion rule th e wat e rmark i nformat i on i s not l ost 
e v e n wh e n sa i d conv e rs i on ru le i s appl ie d . 

Claims 9-19 (canceled). 
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